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Cream of the News 
Milk production during February continued higher 


than a year earlier, with Wisconsin’s output gaining 1 
percent on a daily average basis and the Nation’s pro- 
duction increasing 3 percent. 

Wholesale prices of dairy products for February 
were higher than the previous month and well above a 
year ago. 

Cheese and butter production in Wisconsin and the 
Nation during January was higher than a year earlier, 
and weekly estimates for February indicated a con- 
tinuation of that trend. 

Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers in Feb- 
ruary were expected to average $12.30 a hundred- 
weight, 2 cents under January but 77 cents above last 
year. 

- Cold storage stocks of cheese in the Nation at the 
end of February were up 13 percent from a year 
earlier and a record high for that date. 

A strong market for cattle and calves in February 
helped the index of prices received by Wisconsin 
farmers to increase 2 points from a month earlier. 

With spring field work approaching, a custom rates 
guide for land tillage, planting, and fertilizing opera- 
tions is included in this issue. 

The March 1 inventory in the 14 major hog states 
was up 7 percent from a year ago, while Wisconsin 
showed an increase of 11 percent. 

Prices of barrows and gilts at Wisconsin packing 
plants and country buying stations increased slightly 
from January to February but were well below a year 
earlier. 

Except for the National hog kill, the number of 
livestock slaughtered in Wisconsin and the Nation 
during 1979 was below 1978. 

Beef cattle prices at Wisconsin auction markets in 
February were up from the previous month. 

Stocks of poultry and pork in cold storage at the 
end of February were well above the previous year. 
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FEBRUARY MILK PRODUCTION 
ABOVE A YEAR AGO 


Milk production on Wisconsin farms during February 
totaled 1,731 million pounds, an increase of 5 percent from a 
year earlier. On a daily average basis, the State’s milk pro- 
duction was up only | percent from a year ago as February 
1980 had an extra day’s production. Output per cow for 
February averaged 955 pounds, a gain of 45 pounds from 
February last year. The 1,813,000 milk cows on Wisconsin 
farms in February were 2,000 head more than a year ago. 

The Nation’s milk production totaled 9.9 billion pounds in 
February, up 6 percent from last year. On a daily average 
basis, the February milk production was 3 percent more than 
in February 1979. Production per cow for February averaged 
920 pounds compared with 862 pounds a year earlier. The 
number of milk cows on the Nation’s farms during February 
was just slightly less than the previous year. 


Milk Production 
















February 
1980 


February 


Selected Stat 
ecte ates 1979 












Million pounds 


Wisconsin .. . 1,648 1,731 a ifope bys 53 te 
Minnesota .. . 761 782 1,564 aS ae Mul 
New York... 804 846 1,751 +t § ae (1S) 
Pennsylvania . 604 684 1,371 and US} +10 
California ... 877 979 2,026 +12 qo ill 
Other states . . 4,623 4,895 9,948 tae + 4 
United States . 9,317 9,917 20,177 + 6 + 4 





FEBRUARY MILK PRICE 
DOWN SLIGHTLY FROM JANUARY 


Milk prices received by Wisconsin farmers during February 
were expected to average $12.30 a hundredweight, 2 cents 
below the previous month but 77 cents higher than a year 
ago. 

January milk prices were down 4 cents from a month 
earlier but 71 cents above January 1979. Milkfat content for 
January averaged 3.82 percent compared with 3.87 percent 
for that month last year. 
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Grade A milk prices averaged $12.50 a hundredweight in 
January, a decline of 2 cents from December but 70 cents 
more than a year earlier. Manufacturing grade milk, at an 
average of $11.95 a hundredweight in January, was down 4 
cents from the previous month but 75 cents higher than last 
year. The 3.5 percent base price for manufacturing grade 
milk in January was $11.47 a hundredweight, 25 cents above 
the 3.5 percent government support price. 





























Milk Prices 1/ 
F Feb. 
Selected States price 
Average Price 1979 80/79 per 
test per cwt. cwt. 2/ 
Percent | Dollars | Dollars Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin ‘ 3.86 12.36 11.61 12.32 + 6 12.30 
Minnesota ... . See 11.97 11.06 11.98 rupees) 11.90 
New York .... 3.67 12.50 11.80 12.50 +6 12:50 
California Saas 12.50 11.00 12.60 Les 12.50 
United States 3.79 12.80 11.90 12.80 + 8 12.80 
Wisconsin utilization 
Market milk ... 3.84 42°52 11.80 12.50 +6 XXX 
Manufacturing milk 3.89 11.99 11.20 11.95 saad; XXX 
Creameries ... 3.87 11.86 I We 11.83 + 6 XXX 
Cheese factories 3.89 12.01 11.22 11.96 cm af XXX 
Varied prod. plants} 3.88 11.90 11.10 11.90 ae fh XXX 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 


. | January |December| January |Change from 
1979 1979 1980 2/ last year 



















Utilization 





Dollars per cwt. Percent 

Market: milk-.. S7.<,cte, oe) os) can oils 11.33 12.01 12.05 +6 
Manufacturing milkiv7).)-) 2). seen 10.75 11.47 11.47 ap 4 

Creamenrtes! tenn wcusiadei momen ee art 10.64 11.36 11.35 lit | 

American cheese plants ..... 10.76 11.50 11.48 17, 

Varied products plants. ..... 10.62 11.39 11.42 +8 
Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone 11.10 11.86 11.88 +7 





1/Computed using milkfat differential. 2/Preliminary. 


CHEESE AND BUTTER 
PRODUCTION HIGHER 


Production of cheese and butter in Wisconsin and the 
Nation during January was above a year earlier. The State’s 
butter output of 25.5 million pounds in January was 5 per- 
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cent more than in that month last year. Nationally, the Jan- 
uary butter production was up 7 percent from a year ago. 
Although Minnesota manufactured 16 percent less butter 
than in January 1979, production in California increased 35 
percent and other states gained 7 percent. 

Cheese production in the Nation during January was also 
up 7 percent from January last year. All varieties had an in- 
crease in production except Swiss which declined 3 percent. 
Output of American cheese in the Nation for January was 5 
percent more than a year ago. Italian cheese production in- 
creased 12 percent, Brick and Muenster was up 17 percent, 
and all other cheese had a gain of 24 percent. 

Wisconsin dairy plants produced 75.2 million pounds of 
American cheese in January, 6 percent more than a year 
earlier. Output of American cheese in Minnesota for January 
was down 2 percent form last year. lowa’s production of 
American cheese was 9 percent below January 1979, but 
other states had an increase of 9 percent. 

Production of cottage cheese in the Nation during January 
was down from the previous year except for lowfat cottage 
cheese. The Nation’s ice cream production for January was 3 
percent less than in January 1979. 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 


January January Change from 
1979 1980 last year 


Item and area 





1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
WisCOnsih:) Gysven caeh bay. ae ecks 24,400 25,500 Ee} 
Minnesotans ce. aici ci ine 14,870 12,530 —16 
Californidti ty tw es RE BEDE 13,000 17,500 35 
Other sta fesig a... vc owto wees: 45,129 48,241 beat? 
United States os, 2).pcmeee tons 97,399 103,771 ae omts 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
WISCONSIN GAS cig eon tee eee 70,800 75,200 72 
Minnesota, sf: c.c.. te vers teusrs 38,900 38,290 — 2 
Towa te aaera sesh yarob ote fe 8,255 7,546 -— 9 
Other: states®)| 2 7s tare Ah eiia etus 55,864 60,973 art oe) 
United States case 173,819 182,009 + 5 
CHEESE, MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
SWISS: so seer alin ee eels Matemey 6 18,155 17,695 -— 3 
Brick and Muenster ..... 6,351 7,430 +17 
Talian aero cis eae eaten 72,816 81,335 +12 
All otherzr..c emer ence sn ike Ligie5 22,017 +24 
Total Qiveoe ys eee bone) eae eee 115,047 128,477 ce il) 
ALL CHEESE 
United:States: ~, --2 = aaeceicnor. 288,866 310,486 Lae it 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curd) 1h eae es hee 55,410 54,162 — 2 
Creamed22)/) atte ae 69,040 67,063 — 3 
Lowfat.) 3'/isi i avs (eaten ters 11,830 13,174 +11 
ICE CREAM 1,000 gallons Percent 
Wisconsin?) ana ste castes 3 1,250 1,250 Nee 
Tilin O18 222. fe ae tie See cee 2,850 2,470 —13 
TO Wal ober sete cog irs Seemed ae 1,015 632 —38 
Michigan: 2) <4 so. -tewsa eer cae 2,500 2,550 ripe eA 
Minnesotae .cc.cos ert eles DEES IAS 1,985 —23 
Other:states. Gc oe 47,234 46,790 — 1 
United'Statesi.14 1.) scm neare 57,424 55,677 -— 3 





1/Mostly used for processing into creamed or lowfat cottage cheese. 2/Fat content 
4 percent or more. 3/Fat content less than 4 percent. 


WHOLESALE DAIRY 
PRICES HIGHER 


Wholesale prices of dairy products increased from January 
to February. The 92-score butter price at New York averaged 
135.71 cents a pound in February, up 1 cent from the pre- 
vious month and nearly 21 cents higher than last year. 

Cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks averaged $1.26 a pound 
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at Wisconsin assembly points during February. This was an 
increase of one-third cent from January and more than 7 cents 
above a year earlier. 

Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, averaged $1.63 a 
pound for February, nearly 2 cents higher than the previous 
month and 12 cents greater than February 1979. 

The National evaporated milk price increased slightly from 
January to February and was almost 2 cents above a year ago. 
Nonfat dry milk prices also were up a little in February and 8 
cents higher than last year. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 


February January 
1979 1980 | 





















February 


Commodity 1980 


Butter, 92-score, New York, pound . . 114.96¢ 134.67¢ 135.71¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40-lb. block, pound 1/. . 118.64¢ 125.64¢ 126.00¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

block, pound) 0/20 ei ea 151.00¢ 161.27¢ 163.00¢ 
National evaporated milk, case, 48 

P3atluid-o2: 'Canseas 2 is © Sheldles & $17.36 $19.05 $19.17 
Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 

EGA. DOURE 45 \<. Goi tere tehe Loeayins hetew fe 75.79¢ 83.70¢ 83.78¢ 





1/Selling prices, f.0.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 


BUTTER AND AMERICAN CHEESE 
PRODUCTION ABOVE YEAR AGO 


Weekly estimates for February indicated that production 
of American cheese and butter in Wisconsin and the Nation 
was higher than a year ago. The Nation’s butter output in 
February was about 7 percent higher than a year earlier, the 
same increase as shown in January. Wisconsin’s production of 
butter during February will likely exceed January’s 5 percent 
gain as chumings were up considerably for the weeks ending 
February 14 and 21. 

American cheese production in the Nation for February 
was up about 3 percent from that month in 1979, a little less 
than the January increase. Wisconsin’s output of American 
cheese during February was just slightly higher than a year 
ago after having increased 6 percent in January. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 


















American Cheese 
United States 


Butter 


United States isconsin 


i Change 
Production | ¢om last | from last 
1980 tie 








Periods Change | Change 


Production | som last | from last 
1980 year year 


















1,000 Ibs. Percent | Percent | 1,000 Ibs. Percent | Percent 

January .. 103,771 + 7 cape 182,009 ie et 1 
Weeks ending! 

Feb. 7. 22,900 + 4 are ae 42,800 + 4 Saat | 
14. 23,650 + 9 +18 42,500 1 2 n. c. 
p 23,400 mia! wh +19 43,000 + 3 “ie 
22,800 — 3 42,100 ane n. Cc. 
170,400 * 3 XXX 








CHEESE STOCKS 
ABOVE YEAR AGO 


Cold storage stocks of cheese in the Nation at the end of 
February totaled nearly 511 million pounds, up 13 percent 
from a year earlier and a record high for that date. Stocks of 
American cheese at 400 million pounds were 9 percent higher 
than on February 28, 1979. The Government held 7.2 million 
pounds of American cheese at the end of February, more 


than double a year ago. Wisconsin had 213 million pounds of 
American cheese in cold storage, an increase of 13 percent 
from the previous year. Stocks of Swiss cheese at the end of 
February were up | percent from a year earlier, while all other 
cheese had an increase of 33 percent. 

Butter stocks in the Nation’s cold storage facilities on Feb- 
ruary 29th amounted to 203 million pounds, 5 percent below 
the previous year. Government butter stocks at nearly 171 
million pounds were 8 percent under last year. Wisconsin had 
29 million pounds of butter in cold storage at the end of 
February, an increase of 18 percent from a year ago. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 



















Change 
from last 
year 


Feb. 28 


Commodity 1979 




















1,000 pounds Percent 


UNITED STATES 


Butters. a) 5.2 suede ois Jo 215,947 214,840 203,128 — § 
Cheese, American .... 377,506 367,287 400,266 + 9 
Cheese, Swiss ....... 8,923 13,618 13,757 + 1 
Cheese, all other ..... 55,606 125752 96,846 +33 
Cheesextotal ecw oes 442,035 453,657 510,869 fe be} 
WISCONSIN 
(BUTTOCK ies we icc csia ese 21,274 24,819 29,198 +18 
Cheese, American .... 187,175 187,788 213,113 tai 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 
Buttery. mage ie peice ys ene 162,851 186,359 170,686 






Cheese, American .... 36,995 3252 7,179 








*Included in above totals. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products, United States 


January 31 | January 31 | January 31 
1978 1979 1980 


1,000 pounds 














Change 
from last 
year 


Commodity 


Percent 






Dried whole milk....... 5,945 4,869 4,667 - 4 
Dried skim milk ....... 63,636 37,894 86,990 + 130 
Dried buttermilk ....... 6,200 4,222 7,226 ao efi 
Condensed milk and evapo- 

rated milk (case goods) 1/. . 59,742 65,963 75,283 + 14 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


CATTLE PRICES 
HIGHER IN FEBRUARY 


A strong market for cattle and calves in mid-February 
helped the index of prices received by Wisconsin farmers to 
increase 2 points from a month earlier. At 264 percent of the 
1967 base, the prices received index was 8 points (3 percent) 
above February last year. The index of prices paid also in- 
creased 2 points from January to February, and it was 36 
points (15 percent) higher than a year ago. 

Prices for milk cows averaged a record high of $1,120.00 
per head as of mid-February, up $35.00 from the previous 
month and $215.00 more than last year. Calves brought an 
average of $123.00 a hundredweight in February, a gain of 
$9.00 from January and $18.00 above February 1979. 

Steers and heifers averaged $68.20 a hundredweight on 
February 15, an increas : of $3.40 from a month earlier and 
$2.20 higher than a year ago. Slaughter cows averaged $53.10 
a hundredweight in Fewruary, up $4.80 from January and 
$1.40 more than the previous year. 

Hog prices showed little change from January to February. 
At $36.80 a hundredweight, hogs were up 10 cents from 
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PRICE INDEXES-WISCONSIN 
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January but $15.70 under February 1979. 

Sheep averaged $17.50 a hundredweight in February, 
down $2.00 from a month earlier and 50 cents below last 
year. Lambs, at an average of $60.50 a hundredweight for 
mid-February, were $5.50 less than the previous month and 
$7.20 lower than a year ago. 

Egg prices dropped sharply from January to February. 
Eggs averaged 43 cents a dozen in February, a decline of 9.5 
cents from January and 7.4 cents under February 1979. 

Most crop prices showed slight increases from January 
to February. Wheat averaged $3.60 a bushel as of mid- 
February, a gain of 6 cents from a month earlier and 40 
cents higher than last year. Corn averaged $2.23 a bushel on 
February 15, up 2 cents from January and 20 cents above a 
year ago. 

Oats brought an average of $1.36 a bushelin mid-February, 
1 cent more than the previous month and 17 cents greater 
than February 1979. Soybeans averaged $5.55 a bushel in 
February, down 2 cents from a month earlier and $1.26 
below last year. 

Baled alfalfa hay averaged $32.50 a ton as of mid-February, 
an increase of $1.00 from the previous month but $8.00 
lower than a year ago. 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 

















Month of Month of 


January 15 | February 15 





Commodity February February 1980 
1978 1979 
Dollars 
Milk cows ..... 625.00 905.00 1,085.00 1,120.00 
Steers and heifers . 39.30 66.00 64.80 68.20 
COWS). ssn eee 30.80 51.70 48.30 53.10 
Calves? @295) Sie, ca 43.40 105.00 114.00 123.00 
HOgs)).) fies sue sis 46.20 $2.50 36.70 36.80 
Sheep st. ects 13.90 18.00 19.50 17.50 
Lambs) .-seod eee 58.20 67.70 66.00 60.50 
TUPKeySiise- sedate 1/ 1/ -390 1/ 
Lee eee paced Erte -480 -504 125 -430 
Cori. 2aenjeaptans 1.98 2.03 Dein) 2:23 
Wheat.cha tees 2535 3.20 3.54 3.60 
Oats fa sik eee 1.11 1.19 1.35) 2} 1.36 
Soybeans). = + BE PAL 6.81 Sau, 5.55 
Alfalfa hay, baled 49.50 40.50 31.50 32.50 





i/Insufficient sales to establish price. 2/Average for the month. 


ELECTRICITY COSTS HIGHER IN 1979 


A survey of farmers in Wisconsin and the Nation last sum- 
mer showed that the costs of electricity were up from the 
previous year. Monthly farm electric bills averaged $72.20 in 
Wisconsin during the 1979 survey period, an increase of 
$5.00 from 1978. Average monthly kilowatt hours used were 
unchanged at 1,680 hours. The cost per kilowatt hour aver- 


aged $4.30 in 1979, a gain of 30 cents from a year earlier. 
The data was based on an annual survey made in July and 
August, reporting data for the most recent bill — usually June 
and July. Wisconsin’s kilowatt hour usage and average monthly 
electricity bill was higher than that for other midwestern 
states and the Nation. Monthly farm electric bills for the 
Nation averaged $55.10 in 1979, up $1.90 from 1978. 









Farm Electricity Usage and Cost 
Average Cost per 


Average monthly | Average monthly 
kilowatt hour used bill kilowatt hour 






States 





KWH Dollars Cents 
Wisconsin ..... 1,680 1,680 67.20 72.20 4.00 4.30 
Midwestern 
States*1)/tva- 1,256 1,340 53.30 61.02 4.28 4.58 
United States ... 1,334 1,299 53.20 55.10 3.98 4.24 








1/Midwestern states include Michigan, Minnesota, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa. 


The cost of local telephone service to Wisconsin farmers 
averaged $9.90 per month during the survey period last sum- 
mer. This was 30 cents less than the previous year. With long 
distance calls and other charges included, the average monthly 
phone bill totaled $19.70. Approximately 98 percent of Wis- 
consin farms had telephone service in 1979. Nationally, the 
average monthly telephone bill for local service was $10.60 
in 1979 compared with $10.30 a year earlier. 


Telephone Bills 


















Percent of Average monthly | Average monthly 








farms with local telephone total telephone 
States telephones bill bill 1/ 
Percent | Dollars Dollars 


Wisconsin’ 2. = = . 97 98 10.20 9.90 21.30 19.70 
Midwestern 
States2//oeea-s 97 97 9.88 10.26 23.58 25.54 


United States ... 94 10.30 10.60 24.40 26.20 





1/Difference between total bill and local bill is long distance and other charges. 
2 /Midwestern states include Michigan, Minnesota, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa. 


CUSTOM RATES GUIDE FOR SPRING 


Hiring equipment for planting and harvesting continues to 
become a more important part of Wisconsin’s agriculture 
each year. Intense inflationary costs for new equipment, 
energy, and labor have caused many farmers to consider hiring 
a planting or harvesting operation rather than purchasing 
machinery to do the job. The number of farms and total land 
in farms have continued to decline, but the average size of a 
Wisconsin farm has increased. Farm operators who have 
recently enlarged their base acreage by taking over a neigh- 
bor’s farm may choose to hire custom work as an alternative 
to investing large sums of capital for additional or larger 
machinery. As machinery costs continue to increase, custom 
work becomes a more viable option to buying farm equip- 
ment that receives restricted use during a crop season. With 
spring field work approaching, the following tables are pre- 
sented to show custom rates for land tillage, planting, and 
fertilizing operations. 

Custom work rates published in the tables include the cost 
of hiring the machine with fuel, operator, and other main- 
tenance supplies, but the rates do not include the cost of 
materials used such as seed, fertilizer, and herbicides. No 
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attempt was made to distinguish between the rates charged 
by custom operators who do this work for their main source 
of income and farmers who occasionally do custom work as a 
sideline or on an exchange basis. Rates charged by custom 
operators trend to the higher side of the ranges shown in 
order to meet their total expenses and provide a return on 
their machinery investment. 

Rates in the tables should be used as guides rather than 
absolute values in making management decisions regarding 
custom work. The reported rates can be influenced by the 


Planting and Fertilizing Operations 
Wisconsin, 1979 1/ 


Range Average Range Average 
in rates tate in rates rate 


Dollars per acre 


Operation 





Dollars per hour 
Grain drilling: 
Without fertilizer 
Width in feet 


TDi Rat str cle ea hte tre 1.80- 6.00 3.87 3.00-10.00 6.17 
10 and over ..... -75- 8.00 3.95 2.50-25.00 11.73 
With fertilizer 
Width in feet 
ee erie kek heme Lehtet 5.00- 6.00 5.50 4.00-12.00 7.67 
10 and over..... 2.00- 8.00 4.27 5.00-24.50 11.83 
Corn planting: 
Without fertilizer 
DOW Doe. usteleesh ew sus 3.00- 8.00 4.75 §.00-15.00 9.67 
QitOWiek sce oes 1.50- 7.50 4.93 5.00-35.00 14.11 
GiPOWR ES ier. 8) eee 3.50- 8.00 5.20 =- a 
GO ROWae eo ansiea fa eee aie - - _ — 
With fertilizer 
2S FOW wanes ee ed en eles 3.50- 6.00 4.90 6.50-10.00 8.83 
TOW. toe toe eo eulelteh 1.85- 7.50 4.63 3.00-20.00 10.38 
With fertilizer and 
insecticide: 
4row! 2%, sciak ss 2.00-13.00 5.71 8.00-40.00 20.08 
O TOW eas econ sa ele 4.00- 5.00 4.33 - - 
STOW Sacasteke tee. 5.00 5.00 =— - 
With fertilizer and 
herbicide 
FT OWE eles s or ees 3.00- 8.00 5.50 14.00 14.00 
With fertilizer, in- 
secticide and 
herbicide: 
4 TO Wises ne ties ah ence 3.00- 8.00 5.74 5.00-24.00 P5ca3 
SeOW een eet cc eise S50 7.00 7.00 - - 
Fertilizer application: 
Dry: fertilizer... ~ «)- -50- 4.00 1276 10.00-20.00 16.10 
Dry fertilizer 2/..... 1.00- 7.00 3.44 — = 
Liquid fertilizer. .... 1.50- 9.00 3.05 — - 
Anhydrous ammonia 1.00-10.00 3.60 20.00-24.00 22.00 


1/Rates- include charges for the machines, power unit, operator’s labor 
and fuel, but exclude costs of materials such as seed, fertilizer, herbicides, 
etc. 2/Per ton. 


MEAT AND POULTRY STOCKS 
HIGHER THAN YEAR EARLIER 


Cold storage stocks of red meat in the Nation at the end of 
February totaled 719 million pounds, 2 percent above a year 
ago. Poultry stocks, at nearly 359 million pounds, were up 39 
percent from February 29, 1979. 

A 24 percent increase in pork stocks offset a decline of 10 
percent for beef stocks. There were 271.9 million pounds of 
pork in cold storage on February 29, while beef supplies 
amounted to 361.3 million pounds. Veal stocks at the end of 
February were up 15 percent from the previous year, but 
stocks of lamb and mutton were down 10 percent. 

Stocks of chicken in cold storage at the end of February 
totaled 134.2 million pounds, 33 percent more than a year 
earlier. Turkey stocks, at 220.6 million pounds, were 43 per- 
cent higher than on February 29, 1979. 


availability of equipment, soil conditions, topography, type 
and size of machine, special services performed, and tradi- 
tional practices in an area. Users of the data should refer to 
the footnotes following the tables before making a final 
decision about doing farm work or hiring someone to do it. 


Land Tillage Operations, Wisconsin, 1979 1/ 


Range Average Range Average 


Operation : ; 
in rates rate in rates rate 





Dollars per acre Dollars per hour 


Plowing: 
Number of bottoms 
PF 25.86. ARONGHD eon Cae eee 4.00-15.00 6.63 4.50- 9.00 6.50 
SBC tists hey eke ei see 5.00-10.00 7.05 3.50-16.00 9.10 
BIS co Vel stcbics ee seein eae §.00-10.00 7.42 8.00-25.00 16.29 
SS alabtel st co minis Minera sche 6.00-15.00 8.81 12.50-38.00 23.06 
Olan dioverwinn), suscce es y 5.00-14.00 9.13 40.00-50.00 43.33 
Disking: 
Width in feet 
S510 eee: sa, eke 1.75-10.00 4.54 4.50-16.00 9.19 
V1 04 evens. fs. en ie ais 1.50-10.00 4.83 2.50-32.00 15.83 


3.50-15.00 Dealt 12.00-45.00 28.58 


Quack digging: 
Width in feet 


BOF Me tan eae eres leets 3.50 3.50 7.50-15.00 10.17 
LOzTS Aa. hale prene ror 3 1.50- 5.00 3.70 3.00-18.00 10.41 
14 andover...... 2.50- 6.00 4.34 11.50-20.00 16.50 
Chisel plowing: 
Width in feet 
6=8 Parr omeaee seas. ees 4.00- 8.50 6.19 9.00-15.00 12.75 
Sal OMe) scene eae 4.00-15.00 6.78 7.00-30.00 13275 
tfandlover i). 2 =< - §.00- 8.00 7.00 8.00-25.00 17.50 
Harrowing: 
Spiketooth 
Width in feet 
VOPUGS ae cc ess 2.50- 3.50 3.00 6.00-25.00 9.50 
1 Sand Over sore en- 1.00- 5.30 2.80 5.00-20.00 12.00 
Springtooth 
Width in feet 
ERO: Bites) tee ata es 4.00-10.00 4.67 7.00- 8.00 7.50 
AD'S are, Meanie tenes 2.50- 7.00 4.27 6.00-11.00 9.26 
L6vandover -q-ns. 22: 3.25-10.00 5.19 10.00-22.50 15.70 
Chopping corn stalks: 
Width in feet 
Giandiunder |. ..). - 1.00- 8.00 4.67 4.00-20.00 10.67 
TEAMS OVEE. aan ee areas 3.00- 8.00 4.93 20.00 20.00 
Cultivating: 
Without fertilizer 
DOW ater eit ences 1.50- 5.00 2.82 2.50-10.00 6.25 
BLOW 4 levopotsuntcay ios 1.00- 6.00 3.42 5.00-30.00 15.45 
OFT O Witte mains tees estan ls - _ - — 
SLOW geese ie sieacy 6 - - -_ — 
With fertilizer 
ONT OW we eekiay seus tsite 2.50- 3.50 3.00 10.00 10.00 
Sees. Sathes: O 3.00- 5.00 4.00 12.00 12.00 








1/Rates include charges for the machines, power unit, operator’s labor and fuel, 
but exclude costs of materials such as fertilizer, herbicides, etc. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Red Meat and Poultry 
United States, February 29, 1980, and Comparisons 
















Change 


Feb. 29 
from last 
1980 Aare 


Feb. 28 | Jan. 31 


Commodity 1979 1980 








1,000 pounds Percent 
FROZEN MEAT 
Beefiers ia. J. aap eans teres 6 318,377 402,876 368,724 361,277 —10 
Pork iesgey saute teas ase acer 172,356 219,281 284,197 271,869 +24 
Vealura csi. at ah cmewee ors 1251S: 8,954 10,914 10,335 oP 
Lamb and mutton 8,628 10,827 10,411 9,767 —10 
CANNED MEATS 
IN COOLER 
FIA S Mae tscincptoticceterhs nat oe 47,898 50,416 43,056 48,043 -— § 
Otherimeats?. 2-9.) = 0 11,844 15,862 18,006 17,608 ama Wi 


Totaliredimeati1 |v... =. 


FROZEN POULTRY 
Chicken, ‘alt. ui 124,236 100,634 134,686 134,248 +: 33) 
Turkeysrall cet. cis = be 136,577 154,713 247,471 220,621 
Total poultry 2/...... 262,724 258,198 386,555 358,772 


1/Excludes cooler beef and cooler pork. 2/Includes frozen ducks. 


$71,616 708,216 735,308 718,899 as 
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LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER 
DOWN IN 1979 


The number of livestock slaughtered in Wisconsin and the 
Nation during 1979 was below the previous year except for 
the National hog kill. Cattle slaughter in Wisconsin totaled 
about | million head, a decline of 18 percent from 1978 and 
the smallest number since 1963. The Nation’s cattle slaughter 
of 33.7 million head in 1979 was 15 percent under a year 
earlier, with federal inspection accounting for 93.5 percent 
the total slaughter. Average liveweight of cattle slaughtered in 
1979 was heavier for both Wisconsin and the Nation. 

Federally inspected cow slaughter in Wisconsin during 1979 
was 26 percent below the previous year, while the Nation’s 
cow slaughter declined 30 percent. Slaughtering of heifers 
was also considerably less than in 1978 for both Wisconsin 
and the Nation. 

The 346,900 calves slaughtered in Wisconsin during 1979 


were 16 percent fewer than a year earlier and the lowest since 
1974. Average liveweight of calves was a record high of 209 
pounds. Calf slaughter Nationally in 1979 was down 32 per- 
cent from the previous year, with 88.5 percent of the number 
slaughtered covered by federal inspection. 

Wisconsin’s hog kill of about 2.2 million head for 1979 
was 18 percent lower than in 1978 and the lowest on record 
dating back to 1944. Federally inspected slaughter of barrows 
and gilts in Wisconsin during 1979 was down 19 percent from 
a year earlier, while sow slaughter declined 46 percent. The 
number of hogs butchered in the Nation during 1979 was 15 
percent higher than the previous year. About 96 percent of 
the National hog slaughter was federally inspected. 

Sheep and lamb slaughter in Wisconsin for 1979 was up 6 
percent from 1978, but the National slaughter declined 7 
percent. Over 96 percent of the Nation’s sheep and lamb kill 
was federally inspected. 


Commercial Slaughter, 1978 and 1979 







Species and area 





Number slaughtered 1/ Total liveweight 


Change from Change from 
1978 1979 1978 1979 last year 2/ 1978 1979 







Average liveweight 





Change from 
last year 








1,000 head Percent Million pounds Percent Pounds Percent 
CONSIN 
Cattlex all “aan eenibeale 1,253.4 1,023.8 —18 1,393.6 1,197.3 —14 igubi ey 1,169 + 5 
Cows, 3)/iauens tena dice 663.3 491.2 —26 — - — _ a =— 
Steers3)/s, cs os) ees 316.2 299.8 -— 5 - — — — — _ 
Eeviersie3 (cnc uaupirene 99.2 122 —27 — - _ _ _ - 
GalVes. Greeters To ehanetse ce 411.9 346.9 —16 79.0 72.4 — 8 192 209 + 9 
Hogss all iwc stuck austedsoes 2,647.2 2,177.8 —18 636.4 519.0 —18 240 238 -— 1 
Barrows and gilts 3/. . 2,505.2 2,038.9 —19 — — _ — — = 
OWS 05 cuss. cieiersa ame 62.9 33.9 —46 _ - ~ = _ — 
Sheep andlambs ...... Sh 5.5 an! as) AD) 6 + 4 102 101 -— 1 
UNITED STATES 
‘Cattle talliti tpg ere e ca. 39,552.1 33,677.6 —15 40,986.3 35,709.3 —13 1,036 1,060 ee 
COWSES)/ cane awtl a alsa 7,913.0 5,546.0 —30 — - _ - = — 
Siesta SYRAS So 6 o obi 17,308.0 16,258.0 — 6 - - - - _ - 
FIGITCES, Si) nen ease eds 10,981.0 9,112.0 —17 — — — —_ _ = 
GBIVES side ikswsy curcdt ne tase 4,170.2 2,823.9 —32 1,012.1 688.8 —32 243 244 Hac: 
Hogs; alle Puen sec enensmcre Wass ison 89,099.1 cs Ne) 18,554.9 21,554.0 +16 240 242 + 4 
Barrows and gilts 3/.. | 69,539.0 79,744.0 +15 - — — — - = 
SOWS2 S/iesercudtatetciame 3,870.0 4,793.0 + 24 - _ — — — = 
Sheep andlambs ...... 5,368.9 5,017.1 -— 7 601.3 570.6 - 5 112 114 + 2 











1/Excludes farm slaughter. 2/Percent change based on unrounded values. 3/Federally inspected only. 


HOG INVENTORY LARGE 


The March 1 inventory of hogs and pigs in the 14 states 
conducting quarterly surveys was the highest for that date 
since records began in 1970. There were 54.7 million hogs 
and pigs in the 14 states on March 1, an increase of 7 percent 
from a year earlier. Although breeding stock was down 3 per- 
cent from the previous year, the number of market hogs in- 
creased 9 percent. The 14 quarterly states account for about 
85 percent of the Nation’s hog and pig inventory. 

Hog producers in Wisconsin had 1,750,000 hogs and pigs 
on farms March 1, up 11 percent from a year ago and the 
most for that date since 1963. The State’s breeding stock was 
5 percent higher than on March 1, 1979, while the number of 
market hogs increased 13 percent. 

A total of 105,000 sows farrowed in Wisconsin during 
December 1979 through February 1980, an increase of 11 
percent from that quarter a year earlier. Litter rates averaged 
7.35 pigs per litter compared with 7.20 pigs in the December 
1978-February 1979 quarter. Farrowings in the 14 quarterly 
states during the past quarter were up 3 percent from a year 
earlier, but the pig crop increased 7 percent due to higher 


litter rates. 

Wisconsin hog producers intend to increase farrowings 
during the months of March through August, but producers 
in the 14 states indicated a small decline in farrowings. 


Sows Farrowed and Sows to Farrow 
March through August, 1979 and 1980, 14 States 


March through May 


1979 





June through August 

























1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 

Georgia ieee goes 120 125 + 4 120 115 -— 4 
Tin Osos er aes ores 465 450 — 3 410 410 n.c. 
Indiana’ “43 G5). 245 250 ‘2. 270 245 — 9 
LOW: 405 soe teen 990 990 n.c. 790 750 > § 
Kansas ‘eh anaeyc ci 124 114 - 8 112 101 —10 
Kentucky ia, 88 88 nec. 92 85 = 8 
Minnesota..... 290 310 eee Yi 290 300 rh ad: 
Missouri 4% dco sue 315 310 — 2 290 280 — 3 
Nebraska .... . 275 Ane — 7 220 215 — 2 
North Carolina . . 144 150 + 4 155 150 — 3 
Ohioyant eee 120 125 + 4 135 130 — 4 
South Dakota... 150 145 — 3 105 110 + 5 
Texas) Ai wee 46 —12 55 54 — 2 
moh bakes tatire + 6 12S 125 cD 

Total 14 States 3,159 3,070 — 3 














1/Number indicated by breeding intentions report. 
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All Hogs and Pigs on Farms, Breeding and Market, March 1, 1979 and 1980, 14 States 














































For breeding Market Total hogs and pigs 
State " 
Change from Change from Change from 
1979 1980 last year 1979 1980 last year 1979 1980 esteas 
1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent 

Georgia ee 327 +255) 1,498 1,783 +19 1,810 2,110 +17 
Illinois ae ene 1,007 957 -— § 5,493 5,643 a, 3 6,500 6,600 “tia 2) 
Indiana 699 642 — 8 3,901 3,758 — 4 4,600 4,400 — 4 
LOWa ete 2,384 2,268 — § 12,516 13,932 +11 14,900 16,200 + 

Kansas. 20). 311 272) —13 1,684 1,658 — 2 1,995 1,930 — 3 
Kentucky ... 214 216 amd 976 1,114 +14 1,190 1,330 aa they 
Minnesota... TRA 742 2s 3,399 4,208 +24 4,120 4,950 + 20 
Missouri .... 751 731 — 3 3,199 3,569 GE ie? 3,950 4,300 = Met J 
Nebraska 4 585 558 — § Seas 3,292 6 3,700 3,850 + 4 
North Carolina 355 370 et) 1,865 2,100 cgi 2,220 2,470 tebe 
ONG leek 297 290 — 2 1,633 1,760 es 1,930 2,050 7S) 
South Dakota 262 272 + 4 1,338 1,618 aan | 1,600 1,890 +18 
SEXES Peis eettks 140 139 -— 1 710 761 ce at 850 900 + 16 
Wisconsin 295 310 Sr, 1,275 1,440 +53 1,570 1,750 sue Li! 
Total 14 States 8,333 8,094 — 3 42,602 46,636 +19 50,935 54,730 reherth 





Sows Farrowing, Pigs per Litter and Pig Crop, December 1/ through February, 1979 and 1980, 14 States 












Pigs per litter Pig crop 2/ 
















































State Change from | Change from 

last year 1979 1980 1979 1980 last year 

1,000 head Percent Head 1,000 head Percent 
(GEOrgIa Data ens he. ceeie kee re eae fo (hs 110 115 cp Gs 6.70 7.10 a3 7 816 ap lth 
PTTL OISS Ser es Pcets nie fev a sia ieee es) te 340 320 — 6 6.60 7.00 2,244 2,240 Ma Ce 
Arrdia tia spemcuct oWemer e sediek ie pices 240 225 — 6 6.85 7.05 1,644 1,586 — 4 
LOW nies Gu nel aienitanreaeice eat. 680 700 ape) 6.90 7.10 4,692 4,970 nes) 
ACATISAS | aaniacgicen cieunentas eiite) \ebriey spol 105 100 — § 6.80 7.20 714 720 +1 
Wen TACK YN sass) ce Sue slate he shore 70 73 + 4 6.10 6.70 427 489 + 2S 
IMANMES OTA ier. as) feunen eles oh eens any ts 250 295 +18 715 7.50 1,788 POSING +24 
IMGSSOUTIF GS Ciel om iisee mite anaes 225 220 — 2 6.80 7.30 1,530 1,606 + 5 
NebraSkaue cw sjrewe i, secuseeronsies 195 200 3 8) 7.00 7.30 1,365 1,460 + 7 
NorthCarolina) 302.8 tis 61-2 130 150 +15 7.00 7.10 910 1,065 fe G7: 
OIG Husk cee csee ie ei aket sie 5) 95 100 a 7.00 7.20 665 720 cP ats} 
SOU CIM AROCA Tier wrigtita dele aus) eg 86 + 12 7.20 7.50 554 645 +16 
Wes ase sree Paleo es bet 48 48 Shc. 6.50 6.80 312 326 + 4 
WUSCONSING Hy inet si. Pee staat chine 105 +1 7.20 7.35 684 7172 +13 
Total U4: Statest cea. vs cnet lrsl es Zeta struc’ 6.87 [ails 18,266 19,627 cot ee 





1/December preceding year. 2/Number of pigs born December through February that were on hand March 1 or had been sold. 


STATE’S LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER 


for Feb 16 t whil i 
ABOVE FEBRUARY LAST YEAR or February was up percent while the kill of steers and 


heifers increased 27 percent. 


The number of cattle, calves, and hogs slaughtered in Wis- The 34,000 calves slaughtered in February were 11 percent 
consin during February was higher than a year ago. There were more than a year earlier. A total of 185,000 hogs were 
87,000 cattle slaughtered in the State during February, an in- butchered in Wisconsin during February, up 34 percent from 
crease of 16 percent from that month in 1979. Cow slaughter the previous year. 


Commercial Slaughter, February 1979 and 1980, Wisconsin and United States 1/ 













Number slaughtered 







Total liveweight 













February January - February February 


Species and area 





Change from 
last year 2/ 


Change from 
last year 2/ 





Change from 
ty last year 2/ 















1,000 head Percent 1,000 head Percent Million pounds Percent 
WISCONSIN 
Cattle: allie seen srk s 74 87 +16 167 184 +11 87.2 104.6 +20 
Caiwst3/ Maia Suen eo 39.4 45.8 +16 85.1 96.8 +14 - — — 
Steers and heifers 3/ . . 22.6 28.7 +27 §3.7 62.0 +15 ~ — = 
Salves api mansity ye ccs cals 30 34 +11 68 of. iG: 6.1 7.4 ae 7?) 
FIGS) aMliaetcee ence: sce 138 185 + 34 290 391 +35 32.5 43.3 33 
SOWS25)/ smear tacos eles yeh 3 2.0 2.1 Sot bs 4.7 Dee. +t - — 2 
Sheep andlambs ...... 52) <2 nscs 4 5 +25 18 4/ 24 4/ 4133 
UNITED STATES 
Cattlemallienek art dem ih tac TENG 2,645 — 3 6,044 5,567 ate 2,879 2,880 n.c. 
COWS: 3) hemp chee toesarks -- 440 432 — 2 989 952 — 4 - = a 
SECCIS 63: /iaem meee mets sii 15333 = 1 2,957 Qe had, — 6 a = ss 
ELEGHETSHS bee shots) er nlisne 7124 672 -— 7 1,610 1,393 —13 = a = 
GCalvieste tacit feilsaseiss thet 3s0 i's 240 205 = 15 536 440 —18 58 47 -—19 
Hogs alli nein ouch es peste es §,947 7,603 +28 12,642 16,019 = PAW 1,409 1,815 +29 
SOwsts Pat sicnse cree ete 279 346 +24 596 788 +32 2 I ve 
Sheep andlambs ...... 364 431 fol ae 766 893 seh lat 43 50 +17 








1/Excludes farm slaughter. 2/Percent change based on unrounded values. 3/Federally inspected only. 4/Expressed in thousands. 


8 WISCONSIN FARM REPORTER 


March 1980 


ee SSS SSS SS SL 


BEEF MARKET UP 


Beef cattle prices at Wisconsin auction markets during Feb- 
ruary were higher than the previous month. Good and choice 
Holstein fed steers weighing 1,100 to 1,500 pounds averaged 
$60.46 a hundredweight for February, an increase of $2.34 
from January and 71 cents above last year. 


Utility cows averaged $52.99 a hundredweight in February, 


up $2.47 from January but 43 cents under February 1979. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 


fsa EL Markets (978,79,80 


Holstein 
Feeder Steers 


Weve? 
°, &t+Holstein Fed Steers 


: i Jan. 
| 1978 I 1979 I 1980 I 





Large frame number two Holstein feeder steers weighing 
800 to 1,000 pounds averaged $63.90 a hundredweight dur- 
ing February. This was $3.19 more than the previous month 
and $1.00 higher than a year ago. 


HOG MARKET DECLINES SLIGHTLY 


Prices paid for barrows and gilts at Wisconsin packing plants 
and country buying stations averaged $37.08 a hundred weight 


in February for hogs weighing 200 to 230 pounds. This was 


15 cents lower than in January and $16.00 under February 


slast year. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
Wisconsin Markets Mo. Averages |978,79,80 


* \978 


we ms 
Sa/979 





” 
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